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Safe Sanctuary Guidelines
For Mission Work Connected with the Ms UM Katrina Response

1. The definition of “youth” for the guidelines purposes is a person under eighteen (18) years of age and at least fourteen (14) years of age.  Persons under the age of 14 will not be allowed to participate on mission trips for Katrina Recovery in Mississippi.

2. Youth will be invited to make trips to Mississippi to work with our Katrina response in a ratio of 1:3, meaning one adult for every 3 youth.  To qualify as an adult, the person must be 25 years of age or older.  

3. While on the trip, one adult will not be alone with a youth unless the adult is a parent of the youth.  
4. It is recommended that youth and adults do not share rooms.  However, use of dorm rooms with a combination of youth and adults is acceptable when: 

a. Persons sharing the room are of the same gender.  

b. There are at least two non- related adults and two youth per room.  

5. There will be separate sleeping areas for males and for females for all conference-sponsored mission teams.  ‘Conference- Sponsored’ will be defined as teams that schedule their trip with the Mississippi Conference Disaster Resource Center, Meridian Ms.

6. Shower times will be scheduled separately for youth and for adults in order to prevent adults and youth showering together in facilities with open shower areas.

7. When a conference-sponsored team has both male and female youth members, there must be at least two males and two females accompanying the youth on the team.

8. During each conference-sponsored mission trip, there will be at least two adults at each work site.  It is recommended that these adults be unrelated.  This is to assure safety in case of an accident.  Youth teams should never be left alone at a work site.  

9. All employees and long term volunteers connected with the Katrina Response shall undergo a background check.  Long term Volunteers will be defined as those volunteers sponsored by the Ms Conference and staying more two weeks.
10. All youth must have a medical release form and release of liability signed by parent and notarized to be on the conference-sponsored team.  These forms are provided in our Volunteer Packet.
11. For all conference-sponsored teams, the team leader will be given the option of purchasing General Board of Global Ministries supplemental accident insurance or South Eastern Jurisdiction UMVIM Insurance for each team member.  Information for this insurance is provided in our volunteer packet.

12. No youth team member will be allowed to be alone with an adult from the Host Mission Site during the mission.  This includes host pastors, congregation members, homeowners, clients of mission agencies, etc.  Likewise, an adult team member is not to be alone with a youth from the Host Mission Site.

13. All male and female adult team members need to have a “buddy” system at the site at all times.  It is recommended that these adults be unrelated.  It is critical that we leave no team member alone to protect them from harm.  

14. These guidelines will be available on webpage and part of our orientation for new employees. 

