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By Woody Woodrick
Advocate Editor

Mississippi United Methodists voted 
against proposed amendments 
to the denomination’s constitu-

tion that would change the structure of the 
church.

In balloting held Saturday, June 13, lay and 
clergy members of the Mississippi Annual 
Conference voted against ratifying 27 of 32 
amendments approved at the 2008 General 
Conference. The vote totals – both for and 
against – on each amendment will be added 
to those of each of the other 135 conferences 
worldwide. Two-thirds of those voting must 
support an amendment for it to pass. A final 
tally on the amendments could take several 
months as the 72 conferences outside the 
United States hold their meetings. Most of 
the 63 U.S. conferences met in the spring 
and early summer.

Members of the Annual Conference 
seemed pleased with the way the voting 
was handled, and said the outcome was not 
surprising.

“I was very impressed with how (Bishop 
Hope Morgan Ward) handled it with one 
(person speaking) for and one against,” said 
Jane Lee of Diamondhead. “I was amazed at 
how quickly it went.”

The entire voting process took just about 
an hour.

The Rev. Jeff Dalton of Mendenhall also 
praised the fairness of the presentation of 
the amendments and comment.

 “The outcome was pretty good,” said Kace 
C. Pulliam of Eupora Liberty UMC. “I don’t 
know if I was right or not, but the outcome 
went pretty much the way I voted.”

The Rev. Kevin Trantham, who was 
ordained at conference, said he was not 
surprised with the outcome. “It went the 

way I expected based on who and what our 
conference is,” he said.

Dalton said he was glad the conference 
voted for a proposed amendment to extend 

to local pastors a vote in selecting clergy 
delegates to General Conference. “I support 
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Constitutional amendments find little
support among Miss. Conference voters

By Woody Woodrick
Advocate Editor

Inspiring. Outstanding. Phenomenal.
Those are some of the comments made about the first 

Trans4mation, a series of lectures held in Jackson prior to the 
2009 session of the Mississippi Annual Conference.

The day-and-a half event featured the Rev. Rudy Rasmus, Steve 
Sjogren and Chris Lahr and a panel of in-house folks discuss-
ing mission and outreach. Rasmus and Lahr also preached at 
worship services during the conference, held June 12-14 at the 
Jackson Convention Complex.

“Rudy Rasmus was truly phenomenal. His transparency and 
spirituality was awesome to behold. The message that he brought 
helped me further refine my ministry,” said the Rev. Lister 
Bowdoin of Bovina-Edwards. “Chris Lahr reminded me and 
incited me to see Jesus in un-ordinary places and peoples.  

“Generally, I appreciated the fact that Trans4mation attempted 
to set a tone of acceptance, creativity and spirituality leading 
into conference.  I did not get enough of Rudy Rasmus and Chris 
Lahr.”

“We have had great feedback,” said the Rev. Steve Casteel, con-
ference director of Connectional Ministries. “The speakers did 
an incredible job, the space was good and the energy was good. I 
can’t wait to see what it will be like next time.”

The Rev. Sheila Cumbest of Ocean Springs St. Paul was another 
who praised Trans4mation. “Trans4mation was outstanding,” she 
said. “I wish we had had everyone there for it. Maybe it could be 
in the middle of conference for one day.”

Rasmus, pastor at St. John’s UMC in Houston, Texas, talked 
mostly about urban ministries. He and his wife the Rev. Juanita 
Rasmus, turned a nine-member church into one with more than 
9,000 members. They created a ministry that provides a wide 
variety of services to the poor and disadvantaged.

Sjogren spoke on church building and new-church plants. 
Through the years his church planting internship program and 
Sjogren’s coaching efforts have produced several dozen suc-
cessful church plants. Sjogren is currently focused on writing, 
speaking and mentoring church planters. Sjogren’s passion for 
evangelism, church planting and leadership development is 
reflected in his writing.

In 2007 Sjogren and his wife, Janie, began the launch of their 
fifth church planting adventure in the greater Tampa, Fla., area.

Lahr works as a recruiter and academic director for Mission 
Year, which is a program that provides people ages 18 and older 
the opportunity to live in intentional community and serve in 
an urban center.  Lahrs graduated from Eastern University and 
Asbury Theological Seminary.  Lahr and his family have lived in 
Philadelphia, Pa., since 2000. Lahr also spoke at the youth service 
held June 13.

“Trans4mation was powerful and challenged me to walk with 
the poor, least and lost,” said Joan McCain of Tupelo.

While most of those who responded positively to questions from 
the Advocate about Trans4mation, not all were as impressed.

“I had mixed emotions about Trans4mation,” said the Rev. 
Brian Scott. “It was nice to hear the success of the speakers, but 
they did not offer anything I have not already read or heard in 
other continuing education events. I am not sure if it was worth 
the extra expense of paying speakers, renting space and costing 
me an extra night in a hotel.

“I do think that the presentations would have been wonderful 
for more of my congregation to hear than my one delegate, but 
they were not in Jackson to hear them.”

Pre-Conference event draws praise

By Woody Woodrick
Advocate Editor

Mary Hutson spoke with tongue in 
cheek – mostly – when she said, “The 
skills I learned being a department 
manager at Wal-Mart helped more 
than seminary in pastoring a church.”

Hutson said the management 
and people skills she learned work-
ing for the world’s largest retail have 
been a big asset in serving churches 
and making her way from local pas-
tor to ordained elder in The United 
Methodist Church.

Hutson was among nine people 
that were ordained as elders in full 
connection in the closing session of 
the Mississippi Annual Conference 
on June 14. Also, 11 candidates were 
commissioned, one was ordained a 
deacon, one received recognition of 
orders and 18 were licensed for pasto-
ral ministry.

The Service of Ordering of Ministry 
celebrated all called to ministry, both 
clergy and laity.

“Talk about dealing with conflict res-
olution, Wal-Mart will do it,” Hutson 
said with a laugh. “It’s right in line with 
being a pastor in the United Methodist 
Church.”

Hutson’s journey to elder has been 
a long one. It began in 1998 when she 
became a local pastor. She served the 
three-church Walnut Charge in Tippah 
County, but said she felt called to do 
more.

“As I prayed through and worked 
through, I felt the call to ordained min-
istry,” she said. “At 42 years old, I felt 
that call. I really believe I am called to 
be set apart and that’s what ordination 
means.”

Hutson faced some obstacles, start-
ing with not having a college degree. 
She started attending Blue Mountain 
College part-time in 2003 and earned 

Wal-Mart
job helps
prepare
new elder

On June 14, the Rev. Mary Hutson com-
pleted what had been an 11-year journey 
from local pastor to elder in full connec-
tion with the United Methodist Church.
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2009 Ballot results for the Mississippi Conference
Number of ballots cast = 1,102     Number of valid ballots = 1,102 

	 “Yes” Votes	 “No” Votes
Amendment  1	 303	 784*
Amendment  2	 618*	 463
Amendment  3	 261	 833*
Amendment  4	 151	 938*

Amendment  5	 280	 814*
Amendment  6	 299	 800*
Amendment  7	 253	 841*
Amendment  8	 824*	 272

Amendment  9	 868*	 220
Amendment 10	 226	 866*
Amendment 11	 265	 823*
Amendment 12	 269	 824*

Amendment 13	 255	 834*
Amendment 14	 280	 809*
Amendment 15	 312	 770*
Amendment 16	 278	 813*

Amendment 17	 492	 598*
Amendment 18	 269	 821*
Amendment 19	 975*	 111 
Amendment 20	 275	 818*

Amendment 21	 287	 805*
Amendment 22	 889*	 204 
Amendment 23	 163	 928*
Amendment 24	 214	 877*

Amendment 25	 253	 840*
Amendment 26	 154	 941*
Amendment 27	 265	 829*
Amendment 28	 264	 834*

Amendment 29	 263	 831*
Amendment 30	 261	 836*
Amendment 31	 260	 835*
Amendment 32	 269	 828*


